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One wall of the great room is covered with 2-inch Douglas fir slats running vertically from the floor to the ceiling.

A midcentury modern dream

Fredericksburg home steps back in time with stylish renovation that retains authentic feel

By Richard A. Marini

STAFF WRITER

Not far from Fredericks-
burg’s touristyMain Street,

hidden among limestone-and-
stucco homes, modest bunga-

lows and Pinterest gray flips is
a three-bedroom, three-bath
jewel of midcentury modern
design.

Mark and Katie Bowles, who
live in California, purchased
their Hill Country getaway in
the fall of 2020, not long after
the previous owners had com-
pleted a $500,000, to-the-studs
renovation that returned it to
all its former “Mad Men”-era
glory.

It was the classic style of the
house, built in the early 1960s,
that attracted the couple in the
first place.

“Our house in California is

Katie Bowles, a retired micro-
chip salesperson. “I just love
the simplicity of the style, and
the indoor/outdoor aesthetics.
And they did such a good job
on the renovation we didn’t
have to do anything to it before
moving in.”

The nine-month renovation,
completed in March 2020, was
done under the auspices of
Matthew Lines, principal of
Tandem Building Corp., with
assistance from interior design-
er Christina Atkinson of Home
Simple Goods + Design. Both
companies are based in Freder-
icksburg.

“This is one of those projects
that really gets the juices flow-
ing,” Lines said. “No matter
who the client is or what the
budget is, when they ask you,
you say yes because you want

Jerry Lara/Staff photographer to be involved. It’s such a neat

also midcentury modern,” said A short stairway leads to the home’s bedroom wing. Design continues on E3
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How to turn a small outdoor space
into a spot your dog will love

By Christina
Sturdivant Sani
SPECIAL TO THE WASHINGTON POST

When Rashida Banks reno-
vated the small rear patio of her
Washington, D.C., home, she
wanted to include a space where
her pit bulls, Jax and Chase,
could “do their business.”

“We, of course, walk our
dogs,” she says, but in between
those longer jaunts, she craved
the convenience of just opening
a door to let them out. Her solu-
tion: DIY-ing a section of artifi-

cial turf. “When they first en-
countered the turf, they sniffed
it, walked around a bit, but
went straight to doing their
business,” she says.

A place to pee is one of many
considerations when creating an
outdoor oasis for a dog — and
yes, you can create an oasis,
even without a sprawling back-
yard. “Choose opportunities for
enrichment that (your) partic-
ular dog or even potentially the
breed of dog is more likely to
want to engage in,” advises
Ciera Moberg, a co-owner and

behavior consultant at Instinct
Dog & Behavior Training. In a
compact space, dogs can still be
fulfilled if you create surround-
ings that “mimic how they
would engage with the natural
environment on their own,” she
says.

So, if you're looking to turn a
modest patch of the outdoors
into a fun and safe environment
for your pup, try including
some of these expert-recom-
mended components, all of
which are designed to activate

Outdoor continues on E8

Rashida Banks
Rashida Banks added artificial turf to her small Washington,
D.C., patio to accommodate her dogs.
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house.”

When Lines started working
on the house in the summer of
2019, it had sat vacant for some
time and was truly dated, with
shag carpet in the bedrooms
and vinyl flooring elsewhere.

“There was even a mosaic
compass embedded in the floor
in the living area,” Lines said.
“Bizarre.”

Termite damage required
replacing some of the flooring
and subflooring, and they had
to install new heating, air con-
ditioning, electrical and plumb-
ing systems. They also put in a
French drain system along the
back of the house to keep water
from pooling there during
heavy rains.

The home’s footprint forms a
shallow C, with the front door
at the center and opposing
wings gently flaring away and
toward the back. The facade
contains corners and angles
that, while not symmetrical,
still work. Meanwhile, the roof
line demands attention with
the dramatic design feature in
which ridge beams running
along the apex of the cathedral
ceilings inside continue to the
outside of the house.

“I love midcentury architec-
ture,” said Lines. “And this
house is authentic to its time.”

Entering the house feels like
walking into a snapshot in
time. The great room, which
encompasses the kitchen, a
living area and a large island
with seating for three, mea-
sures about 55 feet long with a
15-foot cathedral ceiling.

The high ceiling, large slid-
ing glass doors and banks of
windows, both front and back,
allow plenty of natural light to
stream in, all but eliminating
the boundary between indoors
and out.

“The couple who owned the
house when we did the renova-
tion told me they wanted to
bring the outside into the
house,” he said. “And that’s
what we did.”

On one wall of the great
room, they installed 2-inch
Douglas fir slats running verti-
cally from the floor to the ceil-
ing. In addition to adding to the

The midcentury modern feel spills over into
the primary bathroom, which features sleek,

modern cabinetry.

midcentury modern feel, they
also hide a door to a small
office on the ground floor and
an upstairs play area that was
carved from the attic.

On the wall opposite, they
added a wraparound hearth in
black leathered granite to the
fireplace, which has an offset
firebox, keeping with the style
of the time.

In the adjacent kitchen, they
removed the paneled cabinets,
laminate countertops and other
dated fixtures, updating them
with new appliances, a back-
splash of stacked clay tile and
floating shelves made of thin

Photos by Jerry Lara/Staff photographer
The primary bedroom is relatively small, part of a recent trend of homeowners realizing they
don’t need a room with two seating areas.

.

The TV/family room is furnished with a low
couch and chair with the clean lines and gentle

curves representative of midcentury design.

metal with strip lighting at-
tached to the bottom to illumi-
nate the work surface below.

To contrast the dark leather-
ed granite used on the center
island, they installed a white
quartz countertop running
along the wall.

“It gives the eye a break,”
Lines explained.

The new cabinets have a
textured finish that looks cus-
tom made but is, in fact,
shipped unassembled to the
renovation site. Putting it to-
gether was like Tkea on ste-
roids, according to Lines.

“When we looked at all the

boxes the cabinets come in, it
was like, ‘Man, we’ve got a job
on our hands,” he said rueful-
ly.

A narrow room adjacent to
the kitchen became a well-
appointed butler’s pantry, com-
plete with a built-in oven.
Physically open to the rest of
the house, it nevertheless
serves to keep a lot of the hard
work and mess of meal prep-
aration at least partially out of
sight.

Angling off the main room is
the TV/family room that’s fur-
nished with a low-slung couch
and chair, both with the clean
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lines and gentle curves repre-
sentative of midcentury design.
But the highlight of the room —
in both senses — is the groovy,
five-globe pendant light, each
globe a different color, hanging
from the ceiling. The fixture
was salvaged from one of the
bedrooms and then had to be
rescued and returned when it
was inadvertently included
with a number of other items
that had been donated to a local
charity for resale.

Past a small dining area, the
north wing of the house is a
split level, with one set of steps
leading down to a three-car
garage, another leading up to
the bedroom wing.

The owner’s suite, located at
the far end of the wing, was
extended during the renova-
tion, with about 500 square feet
added, including an elevated
balcony with composite deck-
ing and a light, steel cable rail-
ing.

But even with this addition,
the bedroom itself isn’t that
large, a trend Lines said he’s
been seeing elsewhere.

“People don’t spend a lot of
time in the bedroom space,” he
explained. “They sleep there
and then get ready for the day.
So they’re realizing that, no,
they don’t need a bedroom with
two seating areas. And with
these large sliding glass doors
leading to an elevated balcony,
it feels bigger than it actually
is.”

Instead, they concentrated
on creating a spalike bathroom,
with a wet room that has the
tub and shower sharing the
same enclosure.

“Wet rooms let you build the
space without a curb between it
and the rest of the bathroom,”
he said. “People think the bath
will flood, but the floor’s sloped
so the water goes down a linear
drain.”

Elsewhere, they created an
elegant, walk-in closet with
doors that close to keep it look-
ing neat, a cushioned bench
running down the center and a
gold chandelier above it all.
Windows along the far wall
allow in plenty of light, making
it easier to get dressed in the
morning.

rmarini@express-news.net |
Twitter: @RichardMarini




